CHAPEL OF OUR LADY OF THE CRAG

ONE YEAR ON

July 5th 2008 marked the 600th birthday of the Chapel of Our Lady of the Crag.  The Chapel sits in two categories – the historic being carved by John the Mason after he finished his ‘day job’ at the Castle in 1408 and the religious in that it was created as a Wayside Shrine and is thought to be the third oldest in England 

Based on the quotes for work on the Knight at the side of the Chapel door in 2001, the group had estimated the cost to have now risen to around £10,000 and so this was set as a target, hoping some would come from grants if possible.  (Although a Grade I listed building grant aided funding is difficult to obtain because of the religious aspect of the Chapel.)

Funds have been raised from an anonymous donation, quiz nights and the generosity of visitors to the Chapel over the year and we have received a grant from Harrogate Borough Council.  The quotes have come in at under £10,000.

Representatives from Harrogate Borough Council and English Heritage visited and have advised on the work on the Knight and have specified work to the Chapel window, as well as advising on other areas in need of improvement. 

They were impressed by the medicinal and religious gardens, (As we hear was the Yorkshire in Bloom judge last week)

The work on the Knight and window will be ‘repair’ rather than ‘restoration’, which means that the present facia will remain to a great extent as it is with a protective coating to enable the preservation.

The work on the Knight will take place end August/early September..  

The work on the window will hopefully take place in early spring if the Historic Churches Commission grants permission for the work.

As the Chapel will be cordoned off for the work, we will advise of the closure dates.

There will be a display in Knaresborough Library, from Monday 27th July until Sunday 9th August, outlining the proposed work on the Knight for anyone who wishes to see what is to be undertaken.

This will also include a brief outline of the points discussed and raised by English Heritage in respect of the Chapel site, all of which will require funding.

Anyone wishing for further information or willing to give much needed support to the Chapel and site, please contact by e-mail – cragchapel@btinternet.com or post – Chapel of Our Lady of the Crag, c/o St Mary’s Church, 25 Bond End, Knaresborough, HG5 9AW.

Viv Thornes

Chapel of Our Lady of the Crag.

