ST. MARY’S PC Meeting
Thursday 14 October 2010


Present


Fr George Corrie, Parish Priest
Simon Knowles, PPC Chairperson
Frank Gilchrist, Secretary 
Phil Bothamley, Fairtrade

Chris Clissitt, Communications
Bob Archibald, Area Rep 

Eileen Agar, Faith and Light

1
Opening prayer led by Father at 7.35 pm

2
Apologies: Christine Wray, Head of St. Mary’s School; Phil Geeney, Church’s Together;

Charlotte Burrell, Children’s Liturgy & Youth Representative; Jeff McGillan, Justice & Peace

3
Minutes of previous meeting (of 15 July 2010) were approved. 

4
Matters Arising & Actions 

ACTION:  purchase 30 Hymn books plus 2 large print books.   




Fr. George
Transport to Church.  A note had been placed in the weekly Bulletin, seeking volunteers to offer transport and any parishioners needing transport, without response.  It was decided not to take further action at this time.

5
PARISH INITIATIVES 

Viva La Fun Junior Youth Club


A notice was put in the bulletin seeking volunteers, without response.  Fr. George will store the equipment in the hope that this can be re-started.

Church Shop  
MaryJo M-Taylor had contacted Fr George to say she wished to be relieved of this.  There were sufficient volunteers as “sales staff.”  The management side which included looking after the money, re-ordering etc. a well as changing the shop layout prior to Easter, Christmas etc. would probably be best with two people.  Fr. George will contact Lea Richmond.
Home School Parish Links – Report from school below. 

Link with Mostar & Jablanica
      
No recent activity.  
Justice & Peace Group

Evelyn now wishes to play a less prominent role.  This, and our links with Burkina Faso need fresh input.  Bob suggested some ideas including some more recent information & pictures on the notice board.   Jeff/Bob will write (note Jeff is fluent in French).
Claver Hall (the Diocese’s Alcohol & drug abuse centre in Bradford). 
It was reported that Phil Geeney had successfully organised a Christmas Dinner Dance (Saturday 18 December) at Knaresborough Golf Club for 80 people, tickets £30, to raise funds. 

Papal Visit

Simon had received an email from Charlotte Burrell reporting on her involvement.  The Pope’s visit had been positively reported in the press and by our parishioners who attended.     

Communications



(Chris Clissitt) 

Chris reminded us that the PPC minutes are now on the web site.

It was agreed that the next newsletter would be a number of articles on the Pope’s visit.  

The newsletter was normally 220 words (& pictures) on page 1, with 1400 words (& pictures) on the remaining 3 pages.  Typically 5 articles of 300 words. Articles for the papal edition could be from the parishioners who went:  Charlotte Burrell, Mark (sports foundation), Youth/younger children (St. J. F.), two boys (big assembly mass), Enid & Sandra Mc Dermott).  Photos were taken by Christine Wray & Helen Tomkinson.

ACTION:  contact these and ask for contributions




 Fr. George, Chris Clissitt 
Fairtrade would provide the main article for the subsequent newsletter.

Parking Scheme  

Simon had obtained two quotes for marking the bays and yellow lines.  A third quote is awaited.

It was agreed that:

· Single disabled space;  marked area for emergency services;  yellow hatched area immediately to the right as you come into the car park – to prevent blocking access to the spaces between the Hall & wall.

· Parking bays (and yellow lines) – would help access, particularly for Emergency and delivery vehicles.

· That bays (perhaps 6) would be for local residents, with a guaranteed space 

· The parking fee will be discussed at the next PPC. Meeting.

· The capital cost could be some £500

· The charge to residents could be £200 or £250 p.a. (in advance annually or quarterly) - which would offset the capital spend (& subsequent maintenance – the car park needs resurfacing) 

· The space for the Parish Priest will have a sign made.

· ACTION:  select a quote and arrange for the work to proceed. 


Simon Knowles
The working relationship with St. John’s in regards to utilisation of their parking spaces is excellent. 

6
MEMBERS REPORTS
Parish Groups:  Faith & Light;  Fairtrade; St. Mary’s School;  Family Life Ministry;  Shrine Group;  Youth;  

Justice & Peace;  Churches together;  Christian Aid;  Pastoral Group;  Area Representatives. 

Faith & Light


(Eileen Agar)

 

Faith and Light now resumed after the summer break.  We enjoyed our meeting in July when we met at long last the person who contributed towards our trip to the pantomime in January.  We had a very relaxing afternoon.  August was holiday time.  We met up again in September but our numbers were down.  Wendy and Patricia two of our special friends were unwell so unable to come.  Also Maureen as well as the Green family.  Two of our helpers were also unwell  Barbara and Joan.  We did welcome Kathryn and baby Sophia who is 6months old.  We had Mass followed by tea and games which everyone seemed to enjoy.  Hopefully in October they will all be well enough to come

Faith & Light started in 1971 and works with (rather than for) those with the disabled & learning difficulties  It is one of 1700 communities worldwide and is ecumenical, exists at Regional Diocesan level in Leeds.

Fairtrade 


(Phil Bothamley)
 
Continue to sell various items in our shop.  A teacher has taken fair-trade items to her school.
St. Mary’s School 




We now have a new Deputy Headteacher, Helen Tomlinson.  

We have a number of other new support staff as a result of children’s Statements of Special Educational Needs being reviewed or new statements being put in place.

We are having a whole school Mass on the 13th October and other Masses are planned for the year ahead. We are hoping our Key Stage 2 children will attend some of the Masses at Church throughout the year.

September focus in school was the birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary and October is the Rosary. Assemblies and Collective Worship take place regularly following the focus, the RE scheme, the Sunday Gospel or other related interests.

Miss Kelly has started to plan the Sacramental Preparation programme and has organised the first meeting.

We have a number of themed weeks planned across the year to ensure a lively and interesting curriculum in, what is vary uncertain times where education is concerned.  
Reception and Key Stage 1 are attending Harrogate Royal Theatre this week.

We have a residential booked for Year 6 to Bewerley Park and one for Year 5 to Malham.

All the school is using the new RE scheme of work. I have asked the teachers and children what they think of it. The teachers have found it to be more Catholic based and huge support. Some of the comments from the children:

“It’s mint!”  

“I really like the books. The pictures and the activities are much better than what we used to do.”

“It’s awesome!”

High praise indeed!

Some of our children have attended tournaments for football and swimming. Both events were a success and the swimming team are through to the next round.

Our Key Stage 1 and 2 results have shown an improvement on the previous year. The school is working hard to keep standards high. Clearly results are also affected by cohorts of children and we are a very inclusive school. Results will reflect years that have high levels of SEN.

Year 5 and 6 are having a Greek week. Darren Roberts from St. John Fisher will be doing some work with them. My daughter is visiting to do a presentation of Greek drama. The children are also going to the museum in Leeds.

We had a successful CAFOD day to raise money for the charity. Children put their hearts into it’ and covered a very large cardboard heart with coins. Our Year 6 children are still counting the coins!

We had a welcome assembly for the new parents and this gave them an opportunity to meet staff and the Friends.

We will be holding a Harvest Festival Assembly on the last day of term and sending out the food to those that will benefit from it. We often send a large amount of it to the homeless hostels.

The last week of term is Citizenship Week. We are being visited by the Police who will talk about their role. We are also having special assemblies on recycling and saving energy.

On Sunday 17th October we are having a Woodland’s Clean Up Day. This is a good opportunity to get the Woodland tidied before Winter and for new parents to meet everybody.

Quite a busy start to the year!

Children’s Liturgy/ Youth representative

(Charlotte Burrell) 

· ACTION:  Contact Sharon Keelan regarding the Youth/St. John Fisher 

Simon Knowles
Our Lady of the Crag – Shrine Group

 (Peter Thornes October 2010)

Mass & Visits to the Shrine

4th September – a Knaresborough group has visited the chapel for a period of prayer and meditation and hope to make this an annual event.

11th September – mass at the shrine celebrated by Fr. George. The group thanks Fr.George for his continued support.

26th September – a group from St Roberts, Harrogate made their annual pilgrimage to the Shrine and this year were accompanied by a group from St Roberts, Pannal.

Next Mass at the Shrine (Immaculate Conception) is on Saturday 4th December at 12.00 noon, weather permitting.


Conservation Projects.  Skillingtons were paid for the chapel window restoration in July and Harrogate Council paid the grant in August. The group account is now back in the black.

Site.  This year’s Sunday opening of the chapel is now over for the season, apart from private visits. Opening next year will begin on Easter Sunday 2011. 
· ACTION:  Talk to Group on update on the tree situation 


Simon Knowles
Churches together




Fr. George reported that they haven’t met for a while.  The “Christian Aid” door to door envelope scheme appears to have ceased.  

· ACTION:  Christian Aid to be removed from the agenda. 



Simon Knowles
7 
Church Cleaning/maintenance/repairs

 

Damp in the Gents.  It is likely that at least some of the required work will be under warranty. 

The hall roof repairs have been delayed.  H&S to be resolved.

8
Dates of Future Meetings
7:30 pm Thurs 13 January 2011, & 7:30 pm Thurs 14 April 2011





Note:  Open meeting for all Parish to attend will be Tuesday 12 April 2011 

9
AOB
Fr. George reported that Br. Titus (a Benedictine monk from Tanzania) had enjoyed his three weeks at our parish.  
Simon thanked everyone for coming.   Father led the closing prayer at 9.30 pm.

FUTURE MEETINGS & EVENTS 2010, 2011
	4 December 2 noon
	Immaculate Conception Mass at Crag Shrine weather permitting

	13 January  7.30 pm
	PPC

	12 April  7.30 pm
	PPC – Annual meeting for all parish to attend

	14 April  7.30 pm
	PPC
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