ST. MARY’S PC Meeting
Thursday 15 July 2010


Present

Fr George Corrie, Parish Priest
Simon Knowles, PPC Chairperson
Frank Gilchrist, Secretary (new)
Phil Bothamley, Fairtrade
Chris Clissitt, Communications

Phil Geeney, Churches Together   
1
Opening prayer led by Father at 7.35 pm

2
Apologies for absence received from:  Eileen Agar, Faith and Light, Christine Wray, Head of St. Mary’s School, Charlotte Burrell, Children’s Liturgy & Youth Representative, Bob Archibald (Area Rep)

Jeff McGillan (Justice & Peace)
3
Minutes of previous meeting (of 29 April 2010) were approved. 

4
Matters Arising & Actions 

Actions in progress

Parking Scheme  There was general agreement that:

· Marked parking bays (and yellow lines) – would help access, particularly for Emergency and delivery vehicles.

· That bays would be for local residents, but without a guaranteed space 

· Perhaps 6 bays
· A charge should be made (noting that St. Johns charge £500 p.a. for a guaranteed space.
· ACTION:  Simon would check what charge is made by Councils for “residents parking”)

· The parking fee should then be established.

· The capital cost could be some £500

· It was suggested that the charge to residents should total be at least £250 p.a. (in advance) - which would offset the capital spend (& subsequent maintenance) 

· Spaces for the Parish priest, emergency and handicapped areas together with signage are also required.

· ACTION:  A proposal would go to the next Finance Committee in August

The working relationship with St. John’s in regards to utilisation of their parking spaces is excellent. 

Our Lady of the Crag.  The neighbour (House in the rock – sold by Ampleforth Trust) has a right to put up a fence to mark her right of way.  A survey undertaken in 1997 indicated that the steps and some trees needed attention.  .  The “Our Lady of the Crag Local Working Group” has been set up under the auspices of St. Mary’s PPC.  The parishioners look after the site on behalf of the owners.  .  It was noted that the shrine looks really well and the Crag Shrine Group (Peter & Viv Thornes and the other members) were commended on the work done. ACTION  Crag Shrine Group to report to St. Mary’s PPC (to ensure any costs – such as the potential work 3 Sycamore trees could be considered by the Finance Committee when prioritising the capital spend
Actions carried forward

· ACTION for Simon:  Liaise with Mr. Jackson Head Teacher at St. John’s Fisher to progress Youth activities targeting the children who have left St. Mary’s Primary to see if we can maintain contact with them.  Charlotte will approach her peers about their suggestions.  

Actions which are now closed

· Chris reported that the action on Vicki to find out specifics on Knaresborough On-line in regards to software program and access was done.  Only Helen Westmancoat has access to update St. Mary’s Web pages (which is within the Knaresborough On-line web site).  Chris has liaised with Helen concerning the web site, and he will post Minutes of the PPC for the www.Knaresborough.co.uk  web pages

·    The Leeds Walk for Life group went ahead without further contact with St. Mary’s  

· Following a letter from Bilton Hall concerning potential use of St. Mary’s Hall as an emergency evacuation location, Fr George visited Bilton Hall and discussed their evacuation procedures.  No further action required.  
5
PARISH INITIATIVES 

Viva La Fun Junior Youth Club

(Simon Stockdale and others)

Meets monthly for those in years 6-8.  There are about 30 attending young people.  Volunteers are often the parents of the current cohort of youngsters.  There is a shortage of volunteers, which is exacerbated at this time of year as the oldest cohort leave (and their parents). More volunteers would be appreciated so the club could continue to meet regularly.  Simon is now head teacher at St. Joseph’s Bishop Thornton, in the area but remains involved with the youth club.  ACTION:  An appeal for volunteers to be made – possibly in the Parish bulletin &/or Parish newsletter and via St. Mary’s school.  
Home School Parish Links – No identified representative, the Head Teacher at St. Mary’s would ensure attendance at the next meeting. 

Communications



(Chris Clissitt) 

It was agreed that, for the next newsletter, Fairtrade would provide the main article.  The timing in the run up to Christmas would be ideal, and give Phil B the opportunity to include some specific products (e.g. chocolate).

Chris will update the Parish contact database soon.  Email first, then a letter at church for those without email addresses and finally blank slips in the pews.
Parish Newsletter.  7th edition distributed in May.  100 were printed this time (instead of 120) because of higher take up by e-mail.  This appears to have been sufficient, as there were copies left over in the atrium for a few weeks afterwards.  There are 56 addresses on the e-mail distribution list. Currently considering topics for the main feature for the 8th issue, and suggestions welcome.  

Just to recap, the main features so far have been as follows:  

	1
	Justice & Peace Group

	2
	Faith and Light

	3
	Parish Youth

	4
	Our Lady of the Crag working group

	5
	Pastoral Group

	6
	Jablanica

	7
	Healing Prayer Team


Contact database  Currently updating database with new forms from recent arrivals and 2009 departures.  I will shortly carry out a refresh by asking everyone if their details are up to date.  The method will be: 

· e-mail details of current data to everybody for whom we have a valid e-mail address and ask them to confirm and update where appropriate. 

· print details for all those for whom we do not have a valid e-mail address and distribute by envelope (should obtain some new e-mail addresses.)

· enclose a form with the bulletin for all those who have not been asked to update details (i.e. if you haven’t received a request to confirm/update details then please complete a form.) 

Parish website  April 2010 minutes have been added to the website and details of Mass times have been updated .

Transport to Church
Some parishioners may have difficulty in getting to church (e.g. infirmity, whether temporary or otherwise).  It was agreed that in the first instance we would seek volunteers to offer transport.  A note would be placed in the weekly Bulletin.  ACTION.  Fr George.
Church Shop (MaryJo M-Taylor) nothing to report

Link with Mostar & Jablanica
      no recent activity.  
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MEMBERS REPORTS
Faith & Light



(Eileen Agar)

 

Faith and Light seems to be going through a quiet time at the moment.  We had a lovely meeting in May when Patricia Britton crowned Our Lady’s statue in church after mass.  We then had tea and a few games.  In June there were only 10 at the meeting so instead of Mass we had a short service and everyone left at 5pm feeling that they were doing God’s work in some small way.  We would like to thank Fr George for this very meaningful service.  Thanks from Pat, Barbara, Grace and myself.  In July we are hoping (3rd time lucky) to entertain people from York and also an elderly lady from Leeds 
Fairtrade 



(Phil Bothamley)
 
Sales are continuing well.  Green Tea seems to be a particular  success at the moment!

Additional monies and donations from the Big Brew Event on 7 March totalling approx £60 were paid into the shop.  Thus was discovered on looking through the receipts book.  This is in addition to the £17 already received.  I have written to Peter Coultas to ask if this can be donated to Traidcraft Exchange in addition to the £50.00 already sent.

St. Mary’s School 


(To be determined)

Goodness me! I can’t believe that we are at the end of the year.  We have had another enjoyable and successful term and the children are currently enjoying the many end of year activities and events that take place at this time of the year.  Here is a summary of school activities throughout the term:

We returned to school after Easter and the focus in the religious life of the school was still clearly on Easter.  Assemblies and collective worship in classes helped to support and deepen the children’s understanding of the Easter message.

Our choir joined with other musicians and choirs to present an evening of entertainment ‘All in a Summer’s Evening’ at St. Mary’s Church.  This was a wonderful event.

In April, we appointed a new Deputy (Helen Tomlinson) who is due to start in September.

We had a whole school Mass on Thursday 29th April.

Year 5 went on a three day residential to Malham and had a wonderful time.

I have conducted a series of lesson observations in RE.  These have focused on the teaching of ‘Other World Faiths’.  I have really enjoyed seeing the creative ways teachers approach this and the way that they help children to learn about and respect other faiths.

On Friday 7th May, we held our ‘Blessing Cup Meal’ for our First Holy Communion children, family and friends.  This is always a lovely event just before the important day.  Fr. George attends and, with Miss Kelly, leads a short liturgy.

Our links with home and school were again strengthened through liturgy.  This time we focused on ‘The Rosary’.  We held many assemblies with the Rosary as the main focus.  The Friends of Saint Mary’s bought single decades of the Rosary for every child in school.  These were used extensively in collective worship.  The Joyous Mysteries were used during whole school assemblies.

On Tuesday 25th May we held our own May procession into the Woodland. Mrs Tolan had lent us a 2ft statue of Our Lady which we placed in our reflective garden. The Friends provided us with flowers. 

The children started to process from the playground whilst singing traditional hymns about Mary.  They gathered in the amphitheatre and sang more hymns as groups of children processed to our grotto and laid flowers at Mary’s feet.  At the end of the flower laying we said a decade of the Rosary.  It was a very moving event and we will definitely repeat it.

The children made their First Holy Communion on 22nd May and were presented to the Parish on the 23rd May.  The traveller children made their First Holy Communion on the following Friday and I attended and did the readings.

We had the Family Mass on Sunday 27th June at St. Mary’s Church and the Key Stage 2 children joined St. Mary’s congregation on St. Peter and Paul’s day for Mass.   I am intending to meet with Fr. George to identify other dates throughout the year when our KS2 children can come to Church for a weekday Mass.  The Key Stage 1 children had their own assembly in school.

The children have been very successful in local sporting tournaments, winning athletics tournaments in two clusters and the overall tournament as well as the Knaresborough cluster of schools football tournament.

Our own sports day was a great success and many families were able to come and support.

All the children took part in a Eurovision song contest, singing a French song.  We had to choose one class to attend King James for the finals.

All the Key Stage 2 children are involved in the production of ‘Mulan’.  The Year 6 children joined St. John Fisher’s cluster of primary schools to put on an evening of music at the Royal Hall.  Some of the Year 6 children also enjoyed an afternoon at Harrogate Royal Theatre where they put on a short performance. 

There has been the usual variety of trips such as visits to Newcastle Docks, York Minster, Skipton Castle and many other places.

Our last week is also very busy with a Teddy Bears Picnic and a ‘Dress up your Teddy’ competition planned.  Our House Cup Winners will have an afternoon of activities and no doubt teachers will have planned various treats for the children’s hard work this year. 

Our Year 6 are having a ‘Leaver’s Mass’ at Church and our last Mass of the year will be held outside on the final Friday.

Phew!  Just of flavour of our very busy term.

Children’s Liturgy/ Youth representative

(Charlotte Burrell) 


The children’s liturgy is going well.  There are on average between 5-10 children below five years old that attend every week, 8-10 children in the group for five to eight year olds and 5-8 children in the older group.  We still feel that splitting the children up is working well as it allows activities to be pitched at the right level.  We are closely following the way Mass works and ensuring that we incorporate the main aspects and ideas of the Mass into the liturgy so children are being prepared for coming to Mass in the future. 

As part of the Papal visit to England a youth service has been organised in London on the 18th September 2010.  The Diocese of Leeds have asked a young person from each parish in the diocese to go a long and be part of the day and after kindly being asked by Father George I have agreed to go on behalf of our parish. The day will consist of listening to the Pope speak briefly and then attending the evening vigil of prayer and praise. We will go by coach on the Friday night, be in London during the day on the Saturday and then return on Saturday evening so it will be a busy weekend and a very interesting experience. I will report back on how it goes at the next meeting
Our Lady of the Crag – Shrine Group

 (Peter Thornes July 2010)

The group had been active in both the spiritual aspects and maintenance / enhancement of the shrine.  Also - see above (including ACTION required)
Mass & Visits to the Shrine

29th May – Annunciation mass at the Shrine was celebrated in church due to poor weather conditions. The group thanks Father George for celebrating Mass.

3rd May – a young Canadian couple arranged a visit to the Shrine. They had been told by friends in Canada to ensure they pay a visit to the Shrine.

2nd June – Fr Paul Grogan and a group of students with staff from Trinity College Leeds visited the Shrine during the evening. Chris Maunder gave a short talk about the chapel’s historical and religious significance to the group. The organisers are considering making this an annual visit. 

17th June – a group of 30 from Ireland came on an arranged visit as part of their itinerary on a pilgrimage of English and Welsh shrines.

7th July – a group from Birmingham made a pilgrimage to the Shrine. 

4th September – a Knaresborough group have requested opening of the chapel for a period of prayer and meditation

Conservation Projects  

Skillingtons completed work on the chapel window late June.  Naiomi Kempton (Harrogate Council Conservation Officer) has seen the chapel window and is very happy with the results – she has asked for a copy of Skillington’s invoice to be submitted as soon as possible so that the grant can be paid. 

Site  Fr. Damian (Economus) and Fr. Wulstan (Procurator) from Ampleforth Abbey Trust visited the site on 30th June to look at the areas concerning the group. They were not able to assist with funding for work on the trees, wall or steps, which they said is a Parish responsibility. Their suggestion was to obtain three competitive prices for the work so that the Parish is aware of the cost, and then raise the funds for the work.

The group will endeavour to get one costing for the wall repair and one for the tree survey, which will be passed on to the Parish Council.

The garden has again been entered in to the Yorkshire in Bloom competition by Harrogate Council – judging will take place on Friday 16th July.

Churches together



(Phil Geeney)

Phil has taken over from Maryjo M-Taylor.  He attended his first meeting of Churches together and found it interesting.  The group seemed active with lots of ideas.  A group called “third place church” who have no fixed base had lots of ideas – including a prayer walk round Knaresborough.  Phil G had the impression that whilst Maryjo was enthusiastic, St. Mary’s was less so.

There was some discussion about Christian Aid and our involvement. Phil B reported that we were not approached this year to do anything.  It was noted that St. Mary’s had been allocated the Stockwell area to distribute envelopes, which had produced £150, a smaller return than areas allocated to other churches.  Fr. George had explained to Margaret Forshawe, the local organiser, that St. Mary’s was generous to such causes – sending substantial sums to CAFOD and recently over £1100 for the Haiti appeal.  Margaret will be reviewing whether the house envelope system is the best way forward.

No reports or representatives available from 
Youth,  Justice & Peace,  Pastoral Group,  Area Representatives, Family Life Ministry 

7 
Church Cleaning

Fr. George expressed his thanks that Shirley would take this on.  
8
Dates of Future Meetings
7:30 pm Thurs 14 October 2010 & 7:30 pm Thurs 13 January 2011 

9
AOB
Fr. George reported a number of items

Item 1
Finance related
Quinquennial surveys are undertaken every 5 years.  Following years of minor “patching” the latest survey shows the hall roof to be of major concern.  Cost is likely to be a six figure sum.  Three tenders will be sought this month.

Item 2
Finance related
The doors in the Porch don’t close properly.  Remedial work over the years has been unsuccessful.  Cheap doors had been installed.  Replacement by Quality (Oak) doors and door furniture are suggested.  Cost is likely to be a five figure sum.  The other double doors into the church may also need replacing in due course.   

Item 3
Finance related
There is damp in the Gents.  The Chapel wall behind the tabernacle is damp.  Some of the required work may be under warranty. 

Item 4
The visit of Pope Benedict in September 2010

The arrangements are now becoming clear after a number of false starts.  Arrangements are being made on a diocese and deanery basis.  The Bishop’s Secretary has provided Fr. George with details as follows.
There are two main venues

· Hyde Park, London 

Saturday 18 September 2010
· Cofton Park, Birmingham
Sunday   19 September 2010
(Mass at 09:30 => Beatification of Cardinal Newman)

For Hyde Park (mid afternoon to 21:30) the Leeds diocese has been allocated 3250 tickets of which the Harrogate deanery (8 churches) has 196 pilgrims in 4 coaches.  A parishioner from each of the 3000 parishes in the country will form a parade – each carrying their parish banner (3ft x 2ft on a 4ft wooden pole).  The parish representative will need to be available in London from12:00 to 21:30 – and will clearly need to have considerable stamina.

For Sunday the Harrogate Deanery has been allocated 147 pilgrims in 3 coaches, which will leave in the early hours of Sunday morning.

ACTION: Information will be posted in the bulletin.

Eight children from St. Mary’s school will also be involved.

Parish Banners must be relatively small (no bigger than 3ft x 2ft on a 4ft wooden pole).  Banners are available, at a cost of £80, which would have the papal visit logo, and our parish name at the bottom.  It was felt unlikely that we could produce a banner which met the specification, cheaper and by the end of July.  However, we first need to find a volunteer to carry it!
Item 5
Visit of Br. Titus (OSB) to our parish in September
Br. Titus is a Benedictine monk from Tanzania, currently studying for the priesthood in Rome.  He is currently in Lancashire and will stay with us from 1 September for three weeks.  This will give him an opportunity to see Parish life and us to get to know a brother from Africa where the church is growing rapidly in challenging circumstances.

Simon raised the issue of the shortage of Hymn books.

Frank, who is a welcomer, thought we were often up to some 20 hymn books short.  Following discussion it was agreed to purchase some 30 Hymn books plus 2 large print books.  ACTION:  Fr. George   
Phil Geeney had been approached by Angela Smith asking if could assist with funds for Claver Hall (the Diocese’s Alcohol & drug abuse centre in Bradford). They are thousands of pound adrift in making ends meet each year.  Phil will organise an Xmas Dinner Dance (Saturday 18 December) at Knaresborough Golf Club.  Some 80 people, tickets £30 or so.  The PPC welcomed this initiative.  
Simon thanked everyone for coming.   Father led the closing prayer at 9.30 pm.

FUTURE MEETINGS & EVENTS 2010

	11 September @ noon
	Our Lady’s Birthday Mass at Crag Shrine weather permitting

	18 September 
	Papal Visit – Hyde Park London

	19 September 
	Papal Visit – Cofton Park Birmingham

	14 October  7.30 pm
	PPC

	4 December 2 noon
	Immaculate Conception Mass at Crag Shrine weather permitting



Page 1 of 6

