ST. MARY’S PC MEETING

THURSDAY 29 April 2010

Fr George Corrie, Parish Priest

Eileen Agar, Faith and Light 

Simon Knowles, PPC Chairperson


Phil Bothamley, Fairtrade


Vicki Walbruch, Outgoing Secretary
Chris Clissitt, Communications
 

NEW MEMBERS AND AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY:

Bob Archibald, Area Rep/Justice & Peace
Jeff McGillan, tbd 
Phil Geeney, Church’s Together
Charlotte Burrell, Children’s Liturgy & Youth Representative



1. Father led the opening prayer at 7.35 pm

2. Apologies for absence received from:  Frank Gilchrist

3. The previous meetings minutes were approved from July 2009. 

·  Minutes from the April PPC will be forwarded to Chris for posting to the www.Knaresborough.co.uk  web pages.

4. Simon introduced those new to the meeting: Bob Archibald, Charlotte Burrell, Jeff McGillan, Phil Geeney and in his absence Frank Gilchrist who will join the committee as the incoming secretary.  Simon expressed how the Parish Council works and differs from the Financial Committee and what types of decisions are made.

Action items 2010;

Parking Scheme:

Simon explained the past issues with the local residents.  St. John’s requires a £500 yearly parking fee.  At present St. Mary’s doesn’t require payment of a yearly fee, the residents are required to register their information to receive a parking permit. Simon had spoken with the Financial Committee on changes to the parking scheme. The marking out of the Car Park was discussed. This would cost minimum including a survey £550.  From this recommendation a decision would be made on the next step.  

Three items were discussed: charges for the residents, the cost to secure the car park and feasibility as we have many users of the hall and marking out various parking places.   6 parking permits have been issued.  The working relationship with St. John’s in regards to utilization of their parking spaces is excellent. 

April – ACTION for Simon:  Mark off identified parking places for the permit holders, parish priest, emergency/handicapped area then post signage in regards to parish responsibility.  The next step would be to determine amount for annual parking fee. 
ACTION for Chris: Speak with Helen Westmancoat to update information on St. Mary’s at the http://www.knaresborough.co.uk/stmaryrcchurch/   web pages.  Inquire about the capability to post the weekly bulletin.  One can Goggle; st mary's knaresborough and the current online information will show.

ACTION for Secretary forward an approved copy via email to Chrisclissitt@ukonline.co.uk  to arrange posting to the Parish Web Pages. 
ACTION for SIMON Liaise with Mr. Jackson Head Teacher at St. John’s Fisher to progress Youth activities targeting the children who have left St. Mary’s Primary to see can we maintain contact with them.  Charlotte will approach her peers about their suggestions.  

ACTION for Vicki find out specifics on Knaresborough On-line in regards to software program and access.
ACTION for Father George will write back requesting more information. Simon will also check with brother-in-law who manages a nursing home to see what the requirements are for emergency evacuation facilities.

ACTION – Finance Committee to appropriate funds for Crag Shrine’s 3 Sycamore trees if required pending response from Ampleforth Abbey.

ACTION for SIMON – find out how many from the Leeds Walk for Life group are anticipated, the date to witness and whether permission would be requested for the event before providing permission from St. Mary’s.

PARISH INITIATIVES 

VIVA LA FUN JUNIOR YOUTH CLUB (Simon Stockdale and others)

Meets monthly for those in years 6-8.  There are about 30 attending young people.  More volunteers would be appreciated so the club could continue to meet regularly. Simon has accepted another teaching position in the area but remains involved with the youth club.

CHURCH SHOP (MaryJo M-Taylor) 

Run for the promotion of faith through religious books, magazines, and religious articles. Sale of the items is revenue towards the building fund.  Items are available for First Communion and Confirmation as well as greeting cards dealing with all aspects of life.
HOME SCHOOL PARISH LINKS – No identified representative, the Head Teacher at St. Mary’s would ensure attendance at the next meeting. 

LINK WITH MOSTAR AND JABLONICA – no recent activity.  Recently St. Mary’s was contacted by a S4C Wales broadcaster for an upcoming program in May on support provided to Bosnia Herzegovinia.  Don Ivan the parish priest from Jablonica was identified for the broadcaster.

COMMUNICATIONS (Chris Clisset) 
Parish Newsletter: 7th edition ready for publication and distribution. The intention is to have two annual publications.  Topics for edition 8 are being considered

Contact database:  Email address change frequently based upon the number of undeliverable errors. Database should be updated with 2009 departures and include any new parishioners.  Will update current data on registered parishioners by providing a verification of the current information on record and include a registration form in the bulletin for those who haven’t already provided their information.

April – ACTION for Chris: Speak with Helen Westmancoat to update information on St. Mary’s at the http://www.knaresborough.co.uk/stmaryrcchurch/   web pages.  Inquire about the capability to post the weekly bulletin although the need to provide up to date information gives little time for people to read it before the weekend Masses..

MEMBERS REPORTS
FAITH AND LIGHT (Eileen Agar)

The Faith and Light group is for parishioners with learning difficulties, they meet the 3rd Sunday of the month.  Mass is held at 3.00pm followed by tea and entertainment.  Usually January’s attendance will be at the Panto. A benefactor supports this event.  Sometimes the group from York will visit.  The numbers of attendees are dwindling.  Currently looking for younger supporters of this event ages 13-15 who could organize one of the Sunday meetings. Eileen requested the group to crown the Blessed Mother statue at the next meeting in May.  Eileen will speak with Sharon concerning this.

FAIRTRADE (Phil Bothamly)

Both St. Mary’s and the Leeds Dioceses are certificated Fairtrade vendors.  Fairtrade tea and coffee are used after the Sunday Mass at 10AM.  Fairtrade items are also sold in the shop and yearly St. Mary’s hosts the Fairtrade Fortnight.  This year the Big Brew raised additional monies for Fairtrade.  St. Mary’s was able to provide £50 to the Trade Craft Exchange.  So far for this year £624 Fairtrade items have been sold. Need to raise awareness in the Parish.  Suggested to advertise in the Atrium and make note of new items; green tea and muesli.

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL (To be determined)

Family Life Ministry 

Supports families in providing marriage preparation and baptism preparation
A couple in the parish is providing marriage preparation; Damian and Emma Tolan.  

Father will continue to provide instruction to parents concerning the sacrament of Baptism.

SHRINE GROUP REPORT – provided by Viv Thornes (There are 5 on this committee)

An area of concern beyond the group’s remit is being presented to the Parish Council for action.

Three identified trees have a large growth of ivy and outgrowth of roots which is causing damage to the roadside wall.  Advice from a tree surgeon recommended a full site survey to be undertaken to ensure the safety of the trees and visitors.  Action is requested as soon as possible prior to closing the Crag Shrine due to concern for public safety.  This would cause bad publicity for the Chapel, Parish and the Abbey as well.  There had just been a three page article in a new periodical published by Total Catholic, photos of the chapel are to appear in a new book on Knaresborough and the Chapel is also mentioned in a number of websites including the North Yorkshire’s Tourist Information. 

A copy of a tree survey with a scheme of works from 1997 was provided which had been commissioned by Ampleforth Abbey.  None of the suggested work has been carried out.  Viv Thornes has written the Ampleforth Trust on this issue.  Father George has also made Ampleforth Abbey’s insurers of the concerns. The PPC will await the response before pursuing the issue.

ACTION – Finance Committee to appropriate funds if required pending response from Ampleforth Abbey.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY / YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE:  (Charlotte Burrell)

There are 3 ages of children attending liturgy: Pre-school, Reception and year 4-6. It is expected the older children and parents would be attending Mass.  Upcoming activities: how to pray the Rosary. 

YOUTH – need activities for 15-17 years old.  Need to reengage with them through various social activities; Mass followed by a shared meal, meeting and cooking together at various houses and providing some type of religious discussion.  (2) Adults have expressed an interest to help out.  Other parishes seem to have a way to engage this age group.  

Those in the current confirmation preparation class should be included in this discussion.

ACTION:  Liaise with Mr. Jackson Head Teacher at St. John’s Fisher.  Charlotte will approach her peers about their suggestions.  

JUSTICE AND PEACE (TBD)

The parish supports third world poverty issues.

Fr. Francis in Tanzania heads a seminary for married deacons who reside with their large families on site.  He appealed for help to purchase basic necessities; St. Mary’s sent £250.

Fr. Matthew in Mexico is studying “Communications” He requested a computer which was provided in autumn 2009 through a request of funds from the parishioners £400 was sent towards the purchase of the computer.

Fr. Justin is in Tanzania and Burkina Faso.  He visits far-flung villages and travels rough roads.  His car often needs repair.  St. Mary’s will shortly be sending £250 to him to cover repairs etc.

Also coordinated is the sponsored Lent and Harvest Fast with monies going to CAFOD.

CHURCHES TOGETHER (TBD)

A group of representatives from the various churches, work to co-ordinate Christian activities across Knaresborough. Some of these activities are:

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
March Service for Women’s World Day of Prayer

Good Friday



Easter Club
Christian Aid
Door to door collections

Market Stall in May


Fun Run

Bed Race ladies team sponsored

PPC GROUP LACKING SUCCESSION AND REPRESENTATION:

Simon presented an older spreadsheet naming activity leaders and current supporters’ and a listing of parish activities that needed coordination.  Based upon that discussion the new PPC members selected their area of responsibility:

aREA rEPRESENTATIVE & Justice and Peace - Bob Archibald and Jeff Mc Gillan

Breavement Group – Philemena Archibald has expressed an interest to take on this ministry

AREA REPRESENTATIVE & Churches TOGETHER - Phil Geeney

CHILDREN’S LITURGY / YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE - Charlotte Burrell

Simon also thanked Vicki Walbruch for all her good work in carrying out the duties of Secretary for many years and wished her all our best wishes when she returns home to America.

NEW BUSINESS:

Fr. received a letter from Bilton Hall concerning use of St. Mary’s Hall as an emergency evacuation location.  Many questions arose in the course of the discussion on type of facilities required, why no one had come to view the facilities, impact on current users of the hall, payment for use etc.  It was determined that more information was required from Bilton Hall before a proper response could be compiled.

ACTION:  Father George will write back requesting more information. 

Items of interest from Parish Meeting held 27 April:

LEISURE CENTRE -Need for volunteers from St. Mary’s to serve every 7 weeks at the Leisure Center in Knaresborough;  POC Brenda Johnson.  Notice to be placed in the bulletin requesting assistance.


SEATING DURING MASS: During Easter and Christmas season there is a lack of seats.  Kneelers do not match with the seats which makes for shared or lack of kneelers during the service.  During a normal weekend there are seats available, parishioners on the outside should move to the middle or those requiring seats should excuse themselves and take one of the vacant seats.

REQUEST BY LEEDS GROUP KNOWN AS ‘WALK FOR LIFE’ – Would like to witness at the Crag Chapel after walking from another previously designated start point.  One issue could be the parish’s responsibility while at the Chapel, plus police assistance with traffic control.

ACTION – need to know how many are anticipated, date of witness and whether permission would be requested for the event

FUTURE MEETINGS & EVENTS 2010

	22 May 
	First Communion 

	29 May @ noon
	Mass @ Crag Shrine

	6 June 4.00pm
	Carmelite pilgrimage and Mass at Crag Shrine

	22 June 
	Confirmation

	26 June
	Parish BBQ

	15 July 7.30 pm
	PPC

	11 September @ noon
	Our Lady’s Birthday Mass at Crag Shrine weather permitting

	14 October  7.30 pm
	PPC

	4 December 2 noon
	Immaculate Conception Mass at Crag Shrine weather permitting


Simon thanked everyone for coming.   Father led the closing prayer at 9.15 pm.

